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Peter  Clausen  tunes  in  to  Grenada  via  ham  radio 


October  26. 1983 

An  ear  on  the  island 


BY  ANN  DEL  PONTE 

Post-Crescent  staff  writer 

The  U.S.  invasion  of  Grenada  is  unfolding 
bit  by  bit  in  a  dark  corner  of  Peter  Clausen’s 
Appleton  home. 

Clausen,  95  E.  Crestview  Drive,  is  hearing 
firsthand  the  voices  of  Grenada  as  they  re¬ 
port  on  the  welfare  of  American  civilians  liv¬ 
ing  there,  via  ham  radio. 

The  Grenada  transmission  was  marred  by 
crackling  noises  and  static  today  but  the  an¬ 
nouncer  for  the  International  Assistance  and 
Traffic  Network,  which  Clausen  said  was 
probably  stationed  in  Florida,  repeated  the 
messages  in  a  clear  voice. 

At  least  one  of  the  two  campuses  of  St. 
George’s  Medical  School  was  evacuated, 
today’s  broadcast  said.  Students  from  “True 
Blue,”  the  campus  at  the  end  of  Grenada’s 
controversial  new  airstrip  under  construc¬ 
tion,  have  safely  left  the  school,  the  ham  ra¬ 
dio  operators  said. 

“The  students,  they  are  all  OK,”  a  male 
voice  from  Grenada  said,  referring  to  True 
Blue.  Clausen  said  radio  messages  Tuesday 
reported  140  students  were  on  the  True  Blue 
campus.  Another  156  were  at  the  second  St. 
George  campus,  and  120  were  “unaccounted 
for.” 

Clausen  said  the  students  who  could  not  im¬ 
mediately  be  placed  were  not  reported  lost 
“but  they  don’t  know  their  whereabouts,”  he 
said. 

Both  of  the  St.  George’s  campuses  are  near 
Point  Salines,  some  three  miles  south  of  the 
capital  of  Grenada,  St.  George’s.  Ham  radio 
reports  Tuesday  said  the  “True  Blue”  cam¬ 
pus  had  been  taken  by  the  invaders. 

Clausen  tuned  into  a  20-meter  band,  with  a 
14  megahertz  radio  frequency  on  his  trans¬ 
ceiver.  He  carefully  turned  the  dial  a  fraction 


trying  to  throw  in  interference  so  that  the 
of  a  centimeter  as  he  searched  for  the  Gre¬ 
nada  broadcast. 

“They’re  splashing,”  he  said  of  the  static 
coming  through.  “It  could  be  Cuban  stations 
messages  can’t  get  out.  It  came  in  clearer 
yesterday,”  he  said. 

There  was  no  mention  in  this  morning’s 
broadcast  of  the  fighting  continuing  today. 
No  casualties  were  reported  this  morning, 
however,  ham  radio  operators  across  the 
country  Tuesday  said  they  monitored  reports 
from  medical  students  that  one  U.S.  helicop¬ 
ter  had  crashed. 

It  is  the  medical  students  whom  radio  oper¬ 
ators  were  clearly  concerned  about  today.  As 
a  reporter  listened  from  8:30  to  9:30  a.m. 
today,  Grenada  operators  spelled  out  the 
names  of  John  Kolasaikow  and  Martha  Mor- 
relia,  students  whom  they  said  are  safe.  No 
hometowns  were  listed  for  the  two  students. 

The  names  of  other  students  had  been 
given  throughout  the  past  24  hours,  as 
“health  and  welfare  messages”  were  trans¬ 
mitted  between  the  United  States  and  the  is¬ 
land. 

During  the  past  day,  Clausen  has  become 
somewhat  of  an  instant  expert  on  Grenada  as 
he  monitored  messages  from  8  a.m. -10  p.m. 
He  said  the  students  reported  that  they  were 
safe  before  the  invasion,  and  that  it  was  the 
new  fighting  that  was  putting  them  in  peril. 

“The  reports  from  the  students  said  that  no 
one  was  in  danger,”  after  last  week’s  mili¬ 
tary  coup.  “Then  they  woke  up  at  5:40  a.m. 
Tuesday  and  the  island  was  being  invaded,” 
he  said. 


